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YEAR 10 HISTORY (OPTION)  MARKING SCHEME 
 

MALTESE HISTORY SECTION 

No. Answer Mark 

1.2 Accept any one of the following examples of answers: the Sette Giugno riots; 

the granting of the 1921 Self Government Constitution; the summoning of the 

National Assembly. 

1 

1.3 Accept any one of the following examples of answers: the start of the 

Language Question in Malta; reforms in the Maltese Education System; the 

formation of the first political parties. 

1 

1.4  Accept any one of the following examples of answers: increased mortality and 

the reduction in the population of Malta; reduction in commerce with other 

ports; worsening economic conditions of the islands. 

1 

1.5 Accept any one of the following examples of answers: suspension of the 1930 

elections; sending of the Royal Commission of Inquiry.  

1 

1.6 Accept any one of the following examples of answers: increase in commercial, 

economic and military activities; Malta used as a recovery centre for sick and 

injured soldiers; rise in prices of basic foodstuffs.  

1 

1.7 Accept any one of the following examples of answers: freedom of speech; the 

introduction of the Libel Law; people could publish their opinion in 

newspapers; the arrival in Malta of Italian political refugees. 

1 

 Total: 6 marks 

2.1 (c) The politico-religious question of 1961-1969 1 

2.2  Primary; photographs taken during the politico-religious question of the 

1960s.  

1,1 

2.3  The smaller political parties and the lay religious organisations. Do not accept 

PN as an answer as the PN did not form part of the Junta.  

It was set up to defend the position of the Church in the conflict.  

1,1 

2.4 It influenced the people in their voting preferences and resulted in a victory 

for the PN in the elections.  

1 

2.5 Accept any one of the following examples of answers: the effects of Vatican 

Council II; Archbishop Gonzi was eager to end the conflict with the MLP; the 

MLP increased considerably its support in the elections held that year; the 

smaller parties supporting the Church lost support in that election; Mintoff 

was determined to end the dispute by the next general election. 

1 

2.6 Dom Mintoff 1 

2.7 Michael Gonzi 1 

2.8 Accept three answers from the following examples: the early differences 

between Mintoff and Gonzi after the end of the 1952 Defence Employees’ 

Strike; apprehension by Gonzi of Mintoff; fear of a communist threat; Mintoff’s 

proposal to integrate Malta with the United Kingdom and the Church staunchly 

opposing the integration proposal; resignation of Labour Government and 

suspension of the constitution; Gonzi’s disapproval  of subsequent riots by 

Labour supporters. 

3 

 Total: 12 marks 
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3.1 emigration 1 

3.2  employment 1 

3.3 Most of the Maltese who emigrated did so with the intention of returning to 

Malta. 

2 

3.4  The British Government encouraged emigration by the Maltese to partly solve 

issues such as unemployment, overpopulation and poverty. 

2 

3.5 It was built at the mouth of the Grand Harbour to shelter the same harbour and 

the vessels inside from bad weather and make maritime activities inside the 

harbour easier. 

2 

3.6 The British Fleet was vital for Malta’s economy as it provided the Maltese 

with employment and it increased security in the Mediterranean region around 

Malta.  

1 

3.7 Students are to name any three of the following:  the Napoleonic Wars; the 

Continental System; the Crimean War; the Opening of the Suez Canal. 

3 

Total: 12 marks 

4. When answering the essay question, students should show knowledge of historical 

facts and concepts.  They should be able to interpret facts in relation to the 

question and show a sense of empathy.  They should also demonstrate good 

constructive and analytical skills.  Whilst a correct use of language is expected, 

spelling mistakes are not to be penalised. 

20 

4.1 Students are to describe the Keenan Report of 1880 and the issues it 

introduced on the teaching and use of the English and Italian languages, the 

beginning of political parties in Malta, the different policies of pari passu and 

free choice in schools, the use of the Maltese language gained momentum in 

the early 20th century, how the language Question came to an end with the start 

of the Second World War, the establishment of Maltese and English languages 

as the official languages of Malta.  

 

4.2 Students are to refer to the effects of various epidemics on the Maltese 

economy, on the effects of events such as the Continental System, the Crimean 

War, the Civil War in the American colonies, the opening of the Suez Canal, 

the advent of the steam ship, the building of the breakwater, the enlargement 

of the dockyard, the Grand Harbour as a coal bunkering station. Students can 

also mention the effects these events had on demography, employment, trade 

and commerce and British military investment in the Maltese Islands. 

 

4.3 a. Students may refer to the various illnesses of the period, steps taken to 

improve health and sanitation with reference to hospitals and the extension of 

the water supply and the drainage systems.  

b. Students may refer to the causes that led to emigration in the 19th and 20th 

centuries, the differences in destinations in the two centuries and the policy 

adopted by the British Government towards it.  

c. Students may refer to the conclusions of the Royal Commissions of 1836 

and 1878, the opening of primary schools, the contribution of Canon P. 

Pullicino towards primary education.   

d. Students should include the privileged position of the Church amongst the 

Maltese and British authorities, the role of the parish priest in the village, 

Maltese everyday life pivoted around the liturgical calendar of the Church.   

 

Total: 20 marks 
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INTERNATIONAL HISTORY SECTION 

5.1 He was an Austrian politician and statesman; He was foreign minister and 

Chancellor of the Austrian Empire.  

1 

5.2 Metternich was against the ideals of liberty of the French Revolution. He 

supported stability and opposed political and social reforms.   

2 

5.3 The author is biased against Metternich. He made fun of him by drawing him 

with a very long nose. 

1,1 

5.4 He was fleeing Austria when the revolutions of 1848 brought about the fall of 

his government. 

1 

5.5  Accept any two of the following examples: the Carlsbad Decrees of 1819; the 

multi-racial population of the Austrian Empire; the Italians wanted to separate 

from the Austrian Empire; the Hungarians and the Czechs wanted autonomy 

within the Empire. 

2 

5.6 Accept any three of the following answers: no common aim or action among 

different races; the help of the Russian Czar; the ability of the generals for 

example, Radetsky, Jellasic and Windischgratz; the loyalty of the army to the 

Emperor; the attitude of the Magyars to minor races in Hungary; the wait and 

see policy adopted by the Emperor in Innsbruck waiting for the revolutionaries 

to start losing popularity.  

3 

5.7 19th century  1 

Total:  12 marks 

6.1 Germany 1 

6.2 He wanted the Treaties of Versailles and St Germain to be abolished. 1 

6.3 Accept any two terms such as: Germany had to accept the blame for starting 

the war; Germany had to pay reparations for the damage done during the war; 

Germany was forbidden to have submarines or an air force and reduce its 

army; demilitarisation of the Rhineland; loss of territory and colonies; 

Germany was forbidden to join the League of Nations; Germany was 

forbidden from uniting with Austria. 

2 

6.4 It was a book written by Hitler. It is a Primary Source as it was written at the 

time of the events. 

1,1 

6.5 Source H refers to the German colonisation of Eastern Europe and that “It will 

be the duty of Germany’s foreign policy to provide large spaces for … the 

settlement of the growing population of Germany.” 

2 

6.6 Britain, France and other countries in Europe sought to avoid conflict with 

Hitler by giving him concessions at the expense of other countries.  

2 

6.7 The caption at the bottom of the cartoon saying “He’ll be quiet now – Maybe”, 

implies that this policy may stop Hitler from demanding more concessions 

only for some time. 

2 

Total: 12 marks 

7.  Accept the answers in the following order:   F, C, B, A, E, D 6 

Total: 6 marks 
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8.  When answering the essay question, students should show knowledge of historical 

facts and concepts.  They should be able to interpret facts in relation to the 

question and show a sense of empathy.  They should also demonstrate good 

constructive and analytical skills.  Whilst a correct use of language is expected, 

spelling mistakes are not to be penalised. 

20 

8.1 Students are to write about some of the following points: older towns became 

overcrowded and had problems such as alcoholism; slum areas appeared; 

blackening by prevailing smoke of industrial areas; poor sanitation; increase in 

diseases and crime; harsh and dangerous factory conditions which include 

unhealthy environment; long hours of work; female and child labour; 

dangerous machinery; falls and flooding in mines. 

 

8.2 Students are to discuss the aims of the League of Nations and how it managed 

to keep peace in the immediate years after the First World War such as in the 

case of Poland and Lithuania; Italy and Greece; Greece and Bulgaria; the 

Disarmament conferences. Students are to explain how the League lost 

important powers; the refusal of USA to join the League; how nationalism had 

a negative effect on it; how member states did not fulfil their obligations such as 

to enforce sanctions; the disregard of treaty obligations; the failure of the League 

to control great powers such as in the invasion of Manchuria and the attack on 

Abyssinia. 

 

8.3 a. Bismarck’s contribution to the System of Alliances; reasons why the Triple 

Alliance and the Triple Entênte were formed and what were their 

consequences for the Great Powers. 

b. The rivalry between the great powers in international trade; the setting up of 

spheres of influence; the scramble for Africa; tension and conflicts caused by 

colonisation.  

c. The Young Turk Revolution and the consequences in the Balkans; the 

annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina by Austria Hungary; the First and Second 

Balkan Wars; the end of the Ottoman Empire in Europe. 

d. The enmity between Austria-Hungary and Serbia; the royal visit to 

Sarajevo; the implication of the Black Hand in the assassination; the Austrian 

ultimatum to Serbia; the outbreak of the war.  

 

 

Total: 20 marks 

 

 


